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‘Thomas y Beulah’, de la laureada Rita Dove, es un libro de poesía que, a diferencia de la mayoría de los

poemarios contemporáneos, exige una lectura «en secuencia», como una narración en verso. Los

poemas relatan en sendas partes las vidas de una pareja afroestadounidense de 1900 a 1969 y

constituyen una muestra del interés de Dove por «el individuo atrapado en la telaraña de la Historia», es

decir, por las cuestiones de género, raza y clase vistas desde la perspectiva específica de cada persona.

Todo se cuenta dos veces, una vez desde los ojos de Thomas y otra desde los de Beulah: el mismo

momento histórico, la misma sociedad fracturada y en movimiento, desde mentes y experiencias

absolutamente distintas; un fresco del fragor imposible de esos años en un país dividido.

 

 

Ms. Dove was born in Akron, Ohio in 1952. A 1970 Presidential Scholar as one of the hundred top

American high school graduates that year, she received her B.A. summa cum laude from Miami

University of Ohio in 1973 and her M.F.A. from the University of Iowa in 1977. In 1974/75 she held a

Fulbright scholarship at the Universität Tübingen in Germany. She has published the poetry collections

The Yellow House on the Corner (1980), Museum (1983), Thomas and Beulah (1986), Grace Notes

(1989), Selected Poems (1993), Mother Love (1995), On the Bus with Rosa Parks (1999), American

Smooth (2004), and Sonata Mulattica (2009; winner of the Hurston/Wright Legacy Award), a book of

short stories, Fifth Sunday (1985), the novel Through the Ivory Gate (1992), essays under the title The

Poet's World (1995), and the play The Darker Face of the Earth, which had its world premiere in 1996 at

the Oregon Shakespeare Festival and was subsequently produced at the Kennedy Center in

Washington, D.C., the Royal National Theatre in London, and in many other venues. Seven for Luck, a

song cycle for soprano and orchestra with music by John Williams, was premiered by the Boston

Symphony Orchestra at Tanglewood in 1998. For "America's Millennium," the White House's 1999/2000

New Year's celebration, Ms. Dove contributed — in a live reading at the Lincoln Memorial, accompanied

by John Williams's music — a poem to Steven Spielberg's documentary The Unfinished Journey. She is

the editor of The Best American Poetry 2000 and The Penguin Anthology of 20th-Century American

Poetry (2011), and from January 2000 to January 2002 she wrote a weekly column, "Poet's Choice," for

The Washington Post. Her latest book, Collected Poems 1974-2004, was released by W.W. Norton

&amp; Co. in May 2016; it was a finalist for the National Book Award and winner of the NAACP Image

Award for Outstanding Literary Work. Currently she serves as editor of The New York Times Magazine’s

weekly poetry feature.


